4 
5 , 


LETTER 


Mr. Robmſon. 


WREREIN 
The Conſiſtency of his late Con- 


duct at SALTERSHALL With a 


former Declaration of his own, is 
conſider'd. 
* 


WITH A 


POSTSCRIPT 


CONCERNING 


The Doctrine of the Trinity 


Stated and Defended by 


Mr.Toxs, Mr. Rol NSON, Mr, SMITH, 
| and Mr. REvNoLps. 


_—_— 


LONDON: 


Printed for T. Warner, at the Black-Bey in 
Pater-noſter-Kow, 1719. Price Four Pence. 


Mr. ROBINSON, 


S 7-4; 
Sass the Preface to your Review 
8 7 & of the Caſe of Liturgies and 


their Impoſitions, you are plea- 
X (cd to —— TO ſelf — the 
following Manner: © The Point of 
* Impolitiogs in Matters of Religion, 
4 I have conſidered at large upon the 
„ Occaſion of Mr. Bennet's pleading for 
* the Impoſition of a Liturgy, and 
« this I did the rather, becauſe I was 

A 3 L ſenſible 


b ES, 
« {enſible that there are other Impoſi- 
« tions belides the Ule of precompoſed 
„ Set Forms of Prayer which we muſt 
« comply with, before vie can (upon 
«© the preſent Eſtabliſhment) be ad- 
« mitted to Publick Service in the 
« Church: And this Way I appre- 
„ hended, the Unreaſonableneſs of 
„ impoling a Liturgy would appear 
« with greateſt Advantage. For if 
« Chriſtianity it ſelf, the moſt neceſſa. 
« ry and eſſential Articles of our com- 
„ mon Faith, may not lawfully be 
« 1mpos'd upon the World, much leſs 
te a Liturgy or doubtful Way of Wor- 
« ſhip.” Then you add, © Beſides, 
« as I am a Member not of this con- 
« find Church of Exgland, but of the 
“ Church of Chriſt at large, I have 
« long, with Grief of Heart, beheld 
„ the Miſchiefs of this impoſing Hu- 
„ mour every where. Party-Men of 
„ all Denominations, all the World 
cover, are tinctur'd with it; and I 
look upon it to be equally hateful a- 
„ mong Proteſtants as Papiſts, among 
„ Difſenters as Church- men. If my 
<« Conſcience muſt be impos'd upon, 
„the Difference is not great, whether 
it be by a Spaxiſh Inquiſition or by 
— 


a 
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ce an Engliſb Convocation, by Prelatifls 
« or by Presbyterians, &c. This I 
ce look upon to be the worſt Part of 
« Popery, whither it be lodg'd in one 
c or other hand, and therefore have 
& declar'd my ſelf with anſwerable 
6 freedom againſt it, without Reſpect 
cc to any Party or Denomination of 
* Chriftians whatſoever. And once 
more: It any Impoſitions in Reli: 
« pion be allow'd, What Security have 


« we left, that Popery it ſelf ſhall not 
cer long be impos'd upon us? 


Theſe, Sir, are your own Words; 
but which Way they can be reconciPd 
with your late Conduct at Salter's- hal, 
I mult confeſs I am at a Loſs to ima- 

ine: For if according to you, Chri- 

ianity it ſelf, and thoſe neceſſary Ar- 
ticles of Faith, deliver d by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles, which carry greater Au- 
thority along with them, and to which 
a greater Regard is to be paid than to 
any Human Compoſition whatſoever : 
It theſe, in your Opinion, are not to 
be impos'd upon the World, With 
what Conſiſtency could you attempt to 
impoſe upon your Brethren a Creed 
drawn up by weak and falible Men ? 


It 
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It will be in vain to deny the Charge, 
your Zeal for Orthodoxy was too fla- 
ming to conſiſt with Chriſtian Liberty. 
Belides, you could not be 1gnorant that 
many of your Brethren were reſolv'd 
not to countenance that among them- 
ſelves they condemn'd in others, and 
therefore would admit no other Standard 
of Truth and Orthodoxy but the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, rightly judging, that 
if once they gave way to Teſts of Mens 
deviſing, it would be eaſy to multiply 
Pretences for new Impoſitions, and new 
Creeds, and then who can determine 
where the Humour will ſtop. You 
knew likewiſe, That tor theſe Reaſons 
it had been determin'd by a Majority 
not to inſert any Declaration or Teſt in 
their Paper of Advices, and yet not- 
withſtanding all this, you paſſionately 
urg'd the Subſcribing the firſt Article of 
the Church of England, and the fifth 
and ſixth Anſwers in the Aſſemblies 
Catechiſm. If this be not an Attempt 
to impoſe upon others, I would fain 
know what is; for my part, I cart 
help thinking but that he who vehe- 
mearly urges my Aſſent to what he 
knows 1 dillike, wants nothing but 
Power to force it. 


=_ I may 
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I may add, that he who takes the 
Advantage of a Popular Humour, or 
an Alarm of Hereſie, to impoſe upon 
me a Creed of his own, or other 
Mens deviſing, when he knows that 
my Refuſal will expoſe me to the In- 
dignation of the Vulgar, and in. all 
probability ruin me as to this World. 
I fay he that does this, does as effectu- 
ally annex a Penalty to his Impoſitions 
as if it were done by a Law. 


Nor will the pretended Neceſſity of 
a Publick Teſtimony againſt the Error 
of the Day, be a ſufficient Plea for new | 
Rules of Faith; for if the Words of 
Scripture(which your Opponents would 
readily have ſubſcrib'd) are not ſufficient 
to this End, then I think one of theſe 
two Things muſt follow: Either that 
the pretended Error is not contrary to 
Scripture, and conſequently that ir is 
no Error at all; or that the Scripture is 
not a ſufficient Rule of Faith; which 
I think is ſuch an Affront ragghe Great 
Author of it, as no Real o Metended 
Neceſſity whatſoever can juſtify. 


Beſides, when any DoQrine comes 
under the Recommendation of a Divine 
| B | Re- 
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Revelation, ſuch Doctrine muſt be 
clearly reveal'd, that is, it muſt be 
expreſs'd in Words that are plain and 
intelligible, and carry along with them 
the intended Meaning, or it is no Re- 
velation to me; and if it be plainly and 
clearly expreſs'd, then ſurely thoſe 
Words the Revealer has choſe to expreſs 
his Doctrine by, are the fitteft for me 
to declare my Aſſent in. 


But pray, Sir, let me ask you whi⸗ 


ther the Bible is not as good a Standard 


of Truth and Orthodoxy as the Church 
of England Articles, or the Aſſemblies 


Catechiſm? If it be not, let us no 


longer call it the Religion of Proteſtants, 
but lay it aſide, and take the Articles 
and the Cathechiſm inſtead of it. If 


it be, for God's Sake, Why are others 


ſought after, or what Reaſon can be 
given why the Form of Sound Words, 


left us 4 Chriſt and his inſpir'd A- 


poſtles, ſhould be exchang'd for the 
Compoligns of uninſpir'd Men? This 
15 certainly to introduce a new Rule of 


Faith in thè room of that left us in our 


| Bibles, nor will its pretended Agree- 


ment with that Rule, at all alter the 
Caſe ; for ſo long as it is diſtinct from 
the 


JE 
the old Rule, it cannot be the old Rule, 
but a new one; and ſo far as it o tains, 
ſo far the old one becomes uſeleſs. And 
ſurely ſuch an Attempt as this ſhould 
be vigorouſly oppos'd by every Man 
thit has any Regard for Scripture or 
Chriſtian Liberty. 


For if once we admit any Man, or 
Body of Men, to impoſe Articles of 
Faith, or Interpretations of Scripture, 
inſtead of Scripture, under the Pre- 
_ tence of their Agreement with thoſe 
Sacred Writings: 1 fay, it once we 
admit this, we ſhall ſoon be in danger 
of having ſomething impos'd very con» 
trary to Scripture ; and to this Supine 
Temper, Iam verily perſwaded, thoſe 
many Abſurdities that have been graft- 
ed upon Chriſtianity owe their Growth 
and Heighth ; for had but the Words 
of Scripture been contended for, and 
Chriſtians but vigorouſly maintain'd 
their Chriſtian Liberty, Popery had 
never flouriſh'd to that Degree we 
now ſee it; but the cratty Prieſts 
ſoon found a Way to make the Word 
of God of none Effect, by ſubſtituting 
their own Traditions and Expoſitions 
in the room of it, and then in a 

—_ ſhort 


n 
ſhort time very decently laid it 
aſide. F Wd 


And if this Humour prevails, Pro- 
teſtants are in a fair way of loſing 
their Bibles too; for if my Agreement 
with the Sacred Writings be not a 
ſufficient Proof of my Orthodoxy , 
without my Aſſent to Human Forms, 
and the Interpretations of Men, then 
I think the Conſequence will be, 
that the Doctrines of Chriſtianity 
are not to be learn'd from the in- 
ſpired Writings themſelves, but from 
the Commentaries of uninſpired Men ; 
and if this comes once to be the 
Caſe, I think it will be eaſy to 


foreſee which of them will be pre- 
terred, 


And now, Sir, thePremiſes conſider'd, 
With what Conſiſtency can you, or 
any of your fellow Labourers in this 
ſame worthy Cauſe of Creed. making, 
either write or ſpeak againſt the Im- 
poſitions of the eſtabliſh'd Church ? 
Has not the Eſtabliſn'd Church as 
much Right to impoſe a Ceremon 
or a Liturgy, as you have to impole 
a Creed, or do you think no Im- 
88 Fs! poſitions 


* 
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poſitions lawful bur your own? I 
am afraid this is indeed the Caſe, be- 
cauſe I have lately heard, that a 
certain Brother on your fide the 
Queſtion, who uſually Prefaces his De- 
clamations again#t Church Tyranny, with 
a, Hear, O ye Prieſts, this Command- 
ment is for you, has been for ſome 
Time paſt, vehemently inveighing a- 
gainſt other Creeds, but is wonder- 
tully Zealous for the Salters- Hall- 
A | | 


It is on theſe Accounts, Sir, that I 
can by no means agree with you in 
Page 404, of your Anſwer to' Mr. Ben- 
net, that This Spirit of Impoſition is 
peculiar to the Clergy call d High«Charch, 
unleſs you will allow the Words High 
Church to be applyd to all Parties 
of Chriſtians, for I plainly ſee that 
this impoſing Spirit reigns too much 
among Men of all Denominations. 
Mr. Baxter, in Page 197, of His Life, 
gives us an Inſtance of this High- 
Church Temper in his Time, that 
bears a very near Reſemblance to the 
Creed-making Diſpoſition that pre- 
vails at this Day among us, tho? it 
ſeems they were then diftinguiſh'd 


by 


by the Name. of Fundamental. 
Drawers, | 


© The Story in his: 


Pon Cromwell's being made Pio. 
tector, there was an Inſtrument 
drawn call'd, The Government. of Eng. 
land, NC. Wherein a general Tollera- 
tion was propos d, for all that profeſsd 


Faith in GOD by Jeſus Chriſt. The 


Parliament that was afterwards call'd, 
examin'd this Inſtrument of Govern. 
ment, and when they came to thoſe 
Words, the Orthodox Party affirmed, 
That if they ſpeak De re, and not De 
womine, Faith in GOD: by Jeſus 
Chriſt, Tould contain no leſs than the 
Fundamentals of Religion. Hereupon 
the Committee for Religion were or- 
dered to nominate certain Divines, to 
draw up, in Terminis, the Fundamen- 
tals of Religion, to the Teſt in the 
intended Tolleration. The Committee 


being about Fourteen, named every 


one his Man; the Lord Broghill no- 
minated Archbiſhop Uſher, but the 
geod Man knew the Men he had to 


deal with too well, and was too great 
a Lover of Peace to enter into ſuch 
wrangling 


LY * N ; * "4 
: | 
| 2 


al: 


(BW 

wrangling Work : Upon his deſiring 
to be — , the Lord Broghill 
named Mr. Baxter in his ſtead. When 
they mer, Mr. Baxter repreſented to 
them the Danger of Enumerating 
Fundamentals, and of what ill Con- 
ſequence it would be if it were ill 
done; and deſired they might we 
propoſe to the Parliament the Creed, 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments, as a ſufficient Teſt, | 
but this would by no Means go down 
with ſuch Orthodox Men as Doctor 
Owen, Doctor * Cheynel, Doctor Goodwin, 
Mr. Nye, and Mr. Sydrach Sympſon ; 

a Socinian or a Papiſt, they ſaid, 
would ſubſcribe all this. Why then, 
ſays Mr. Baxter, ſo much the better, 


and ſo much the fitter to be the 


Matter of our Concord: We are not 
to avoid Communion with Papilts or 
Socinians by making new Rules of 
Faith, or forcing Men to ſubſcribe to 
more than they can conſcientioully 
do. But notwithſtanding all that 
could be ſaid, they would go on in 

| their 


re eee 


* This was thit Doctor Cheynel who's Zeal for Or. 


thodoxy, lead him to perſecute the Great and Good 
Ar. Cuillingworth. | 
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their own Way; and to Fundamen. 
tal Drawing they went. Upon which, 
ſays Mr. Baxter, I ſaw plainly there 
was nothing for me and others of 
my Mind to do, but only to hinder 
them from doing Harm, and Thruſt. 
ing in their own Opinions, or crude 
Conceits, among our Fundamentals, 
of which he gives us an Inſtance or 
two. Dr. Owen, in great Compli 


- ment to the Scriptures, put this Ar- 


ticle into their Fundamentals, vi. 
That wo Man could know GOD to 
Salvation, by any other Means. This 
Mr. Baxter told him, was neither a 
Fundamental nor a Truth; becauſe a 
Man might know GOD to Salva- 
tion, by the Teaching of another; 
as in the Caſe of the Papiſts, who 
are deny'd the Scriptures; or thoſe 
Proteſtants that cannot Read. To 
this the Doctor reply'd, That there 
could. be no other Way of Saving Re- 
velation of Jeſus Chriſt. Yes, ſays 
Mr. Baxter, he was Savingly ReveaPi 
by Preaching many Years before the New 


Teſtament was written. Mr. Sydrach 
Sympſon offer d this as another Fun. 
damental, viz. That he that alloweth 
himſelf or others in any known Sin, 
cannot 


(49 


cannot be Saved. Mr. Baxter told 


them, He would force them ro blot 


out all that Fundamental with One 
Word, You know, ſays he, that the 
Parliament looks upon the Indepen- 
dent Way of Separation to be a Sin; 
now, according to this Article, they 
are damn'd, if they tollerate it. Up- 
on this they very wiſely drop'd this 
Fundamental. At laſt, Twenty of 
their Fundamentals were printed for 
the Parliaments Approbation; but to 
the irreparable Loſs of Orthodoxy, 
the Parliament was diſſolv'd, and all 
their Labour loſt. 


Thus it is, when Men will be wiſe 
above what is written, and prefer their 
own or other Mens Compolitions, to 
the Sacred Writings. Hence it is, that 


abſurd and extravagant Opinions have 


been impos'd for Articles of Faith, 
and the Engines of this World call'd 
in, to force Mens Aſſent to them, of 
which the Church of Rome affords us 
many fad Inſtances, And I think it 
is worth obſerving, That Men of per- 
ſecuting Tempers, are always more 
zealous for their own Interpretations 
of Scripture, than for the Scripture 

It 
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it ſelf. And, That the Sufferings 
of our Forefathers were occaſion'd 
by their adhering to the Scriptures 
as the only Rule of Faith. And 
ſhall Proteſtants, ſhall Diſſenters in- 
courage a Diſpoſition that has been 
productive of ſo much Evil! For 
GOD's Sake, Gentlemen, act more 
conſiſtently. And for you, Sir, I wiſh 
you a ſpeedy Return to thoſe generous 
Principles expreſs'd in your Declara- 
tion, with which I began this Let: 
tor. 
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Poſtſcript. 


UST as I was finiſhing my Letter, 
The Doctrine of the Bleſſed Trinity 
State and Defended by ſome Loadon 
Miniſters, came to my Hands, 
wherein I find you bear a Part. All 
that I ſhall fay to it at preſent 1s, 
That it is a meer Piece of Sherlocki/m, 
a Contrivance to miſlead the Ignorant. 
and Unwary, to turn off their Minds 
from the Real Debate to quite another 
Thing. It had been debated whither 
any Declaration concerning the Tri- 
nity ſhould be incerted ia the Paper 
C 3 of 
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of Advices. At the next Meeting, 
the Conteſt was, Whither they ſhould 
proceed upon the Paper of Advices, 
or ſubſcribe to the Firſt Article of 


Catechiſm? One Party went up to 
ſubſcribe, the other ſtaid below, and 
went on with Buſineſs of the Day. 
Upon this, out comes The Doctrine 
of the Trinity Stated and Deſended. 
What 1s this but ro make the World 
believe, that the Truth of that 
Doctrine was the Matter in Debate, 
and that the Nonſubſcribing Miniſters 
denied it? A ſhort Quotation from 
each Parc of your Quadruple Perform. 


ance, will be ſufficient to juſtifie this 
Charge. 


“% We have been backward, ſays 
Mr. Jong, to ſuſpect that any a- 
mong our ſelves, who have been 
trained up under ſome Degrees of 
Suffering, to have the greateſt Va- 
lue for Scripture Revelation, could 
have been by any Means wrought 
upon, to cad in queſtion an Arti- 
cle of Faith ſo fully and frequently 

&« alerted, 
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es aſſerted, both in the Old and New 
1 Teſtament, and which has been al 
ways thought to hold the firft place 
among the Principles of the- Ora- 
cles of GOD; and yet, that this 
is the Tryal of our preſent Day 1s 


A 0 


C 
6 
0 
* 


a K 2A 


£ 


« by us.” 


In your Part you expreſs your ſelf 
thus: . What then is the Controverſie 
of the preſent Day? Why really 
* *tis hard to reduce it to a ſingle 
© Term; but we think it is, Who 
„ or what this One GOD is? Whi- 
6 ther he be the only One meer Per- 
“ fon calbd the Father? Or, Whi- 
«© ther the Three in Scripture, ſpo- 


„ ken of as Father, Son, and Holy 
« Ghoſt.“ 


Mr. Smith ſays thus: The Queſtion 


& before us is not, Whither every 
«© Doctrine revealed in Scripture be 
True? That is acknowledged by all 
« Chriſtians; but, Whither this par- 


&« ticularly of the Blefled Trinity, be 
« therein taught.” | 


' 0 , 


Mr. 


too true to be denied; and too 
manifeſt to be any longer concealed 
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Mr. Reynolds ſays, © Theſe Points, 


(meaning the Doctrine of the Trinity) 
Care of late become the Unhappy Sub- 
tc ject of Diſpute.” And then he adds, 
« Did we apprehend this to be a 
4 Controverſie of little Conſequence, 
& they to whom we do more parti- 
* cularly addreſs our ſelves, are too 
well acquainted with our Perſons 
« and Circumſtances, to imagine we 
& would ever have given them or our 


& ſelves any Trouble about it.” 


And now, Sir, I appeal to every 
Reader, Whither or no theſe Expreſ- 
ſions do not lead him to the following 
Concluſions. 


5 : « | | 

Firit, That the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity was the Matter in Debate at Salters- 
Hall. 


Secondly, That the Nonſubſcribers 
denied it. 


Thirdly, That your Side maintain'd 
and defended it. 


And then I appeal to you, Whither 
the Doctrine of the Trinity was then 


and 
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ts, | and there denied, and by whom; nayy 1 
a whither it was ſo much as debated at „ 

5 Salters. hall, as you would inſinuate. 

Is, 5 
a And laſtly, I appeal to the whole : 


Cy World, Whither your Performances 
i- does not manifeſtly tend to miſlead 
50 your Readers, and calumniate our 


ns Brethren, 


rs 


